History Curriculum Skills and Knowledge Learning Ladder
Intent
Holtsmere End Junior School has developed a long-term History plan that aims to:

Implementation
This policy outlines the teaching, organisation and management of history taught and learnt at Holtsmere End Junior School.

Aims and Objectives
•

Inspire pupils' curiosity about the past in Britain and the wider world.

•

Encourage pupils to ask perceptive questions and think critically.

•

Encourage thinking about how the past influences the present.

•

Help students develop a chronological framework for their knowledge of significant events and people.

•

Foster a sense of identity and an increased understanding of pupils' own position in their own community and the world

•

Develop a range of skills and abilities - particularly those related to finding out about the past, explaining what happened and what people
then and now think about what happened.

•

Help pupils to understand the diversity of societies and relationships between different groups.

Impact
•

Gather evidence of what individual pupils know, understand and can do in history by observing them at work, listening to and discussing with
them, and evaluating any work they produce.

•

Report annually to parents on how well the pupil has achieved, what s/he does well and what is needed to bring further improvements.

•

Children will have the opportunity to self and peer assess their own progress and recognise next steps.

History National Curriculum Purpose of Study
A high-quality history education will help pupils gain a
critically, weigh
evidence, sift arguments,
change, the diversity of societies and relationships between different groups, as well as their own identity and the challenges of their time.

Aims - The national curriculum for History aims to ensure that all pupils:
•

Know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: how
shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world

•

Know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion and
dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past non-European societies; achievements and follies of mankind

•

G

•

Understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use
them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically valid questions and create their own structured accounts,
including written narratives and analyses

•

Understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and
why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed

•

Gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts: understanding the connections between local,
regional, national and international history; between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history; and between
short- and long-term timescales.
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End of KS2 Expectation
Children should continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history, establishing clear
narratives within and across the periods they study. They should note connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the appropriate use
of historical terms. They should regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity and
difference, and significance. They should construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical
information. They should understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources.

